
Literacy Prep: Session #3  
● Introduction
● Finding the Main Idea
● Writing a Summary Paragraph
● Writing an Opinion Paragraph

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 Period 5 



OSSLT
March 31st, 2020
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Note:  Our next Literacy task will be a written practice test (diagnostic 
assessment) taking place during period 1 on December 11th, 2019.  



Join the Literacy @ Markville 
Secondary School Google 
Classroom

Google Classroom Join Code:

anc9xz
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See the Literacy @ 
Markville Google 
Classroom “Classwork” 
section for more examples 
and practice activities. 

If you haven’t 
already...



After School Literacy 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wNlSNkDONHn2gnwEvCuAvURetjHbC6MCp4XQ73EFp4o/edit?usp=sharing


Finding

Objective: for students to 
recognize that the “main idea” of 
a selection is more than just the 
“topic”, it is also what the author 
is saying about the “topic”.  

The Main Idea

5



6

Finding The Main Idea Overview

What is a 
“main idea” 
anyway?

Main Idea = Topic + The Author’s Point About the 
Topic

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aSvwqx0RGC6_e7zBcneXbiFVcm74W-mD/view
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Topic: Alexander’s Day

Main Idea: That Alexander is having a very bad day.  
(What does the author want me to know about the topic?)

Supporting Detail: Alexander woke up with gum in his hair and 
he loses his yo-yo.  
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Practice
Practice
Practice

Let’s practice finding the main idea in 
what we read.  Click the link below to 
access the “Finding the Main Idea” 
practice activity.  

https://forms.gle/Mspew4hFD2J5rYyy9

https://forms.gle/Mspew4hFD2J5rYyy9


Writing a 
Summary 
Paragraph
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Objective: for students to learn 
and practice how to structure a 
summary paragraph using a 
“main idea topic sentence” and 
supporting details. 



Turn to the person next to you and, in ten words or less, 
“tell what you did yesterday”.

When you are finished, switch roles.
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Pair Discussion



Debrief:
What did you need to do in order to “tell what you did 
yesterday” in 10 words or less?

*You took A large amount of information reduced it to key 
ideas or main points that are worth noting and remembering.
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Class Discussion
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWgnBxcx2_M


More Examples of Topic, Main Idea 
& Supporting Details Overview
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More Examples of Topic, Main Idea 
& Supporting Details Overview
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More Examples of Topic, Main Idea 
& Supporting Details Overview

17



Opinion 
Paragraph
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Objective: for students to learn 
and practice how to structure an 
opinion paragraph by stating a 
clear opinion with supporting 
evidence. 
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Read the following question & answer examples from a 
previous test.  Discuss and decide which response best 

answered the question and why?  

Judge The Best 
activity...
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Q: Name an event you would like to attend. Use specific details to explain why you would like to 
attend this event. 

Which answer do you think got 
the best mark?

How do you know?
Use the rubric on the next 
slide to help you...

Remember, we are looking 
for a clear opinion with two 
reasons and examples to 
support/prove your opinion. 
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Q: Name an event you would like to attend. Use specific details to explain why you would like to attend this 
event. 
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Practice
Practice
Practice

Let’s practice finding the main idea in 
what we read and writing a summary 
paragraph with supporting details as well 
as an opinion paragraph.

Click the link below to access the 
“Summary Paragraph” & “Opinion 
Paragraph” practice activity.  

The attached assignment has also been assigned to you in the “Literacy 
@ markville Google Classroom”. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W0ArO7apx63sNR7UxxpbJvSaZVmVk3cY72zk_NC-ymw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W0ArO7apx63sNR7UxxpbJvSaZVmVk3cY72zk_NC-ymw/edit?usp=sharing


THANKS!
Any questions?
Contact me at michelle.e.wilson@yrdsb.ca
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